Secret to longevity 


Worrying about 
others keeps 
McKever feeling 
young at i100 


By SANDRA WALTERS 
The Post-Record 


Notmany individuals live long enough toapproach the century mark, 
but on March 5 Bertha McKever will do just that. 

Sitting in the home she shares with her daughter, Lonita “Lonnie” 
McCoy, McKever doesn’t look like a woman a few days shy of her 
100th birthday. 

Her hair is fixed as if she’s ready to leave for the afternoon, her 
lipstick looks as if it was just freshly applied, with no sight of smudges 
and her earrings catch the light of a sunbeam when she moves her head 
to talk. 

Looks can be deceiving and McKever is in fact approaching the big 
one-zero-zero. She was born March 5, 1893, in Laurel, Ore. She lived 
in Oregon for several years and met her future husband, Frank, in 
Portland. 

“We metin Portland after church one day,” McKever said. “When we 
got out of church, there was a fire burning a litle way down the road. 
Tt was because of the fire I met my husband to be.” 

The couple married when McKever was 16 and in 1933 they moved 
to the Camas area. 

“We moved to Camas when work in the Portland area began to slack 
off,” McKever said. “My husband’s folks lived here and moving to 
Camas just seemed right.” 

McCoy, McKever’s daughter, said her father, Frank, had worked for 
a heating and plumbing company in Portland but when the Depression 
hit the area the company closed. 

“Dad moved to Camas to start his own heating and plumbing shop,” 
McCoy said. 

McKever was a homemaker and never worked outside the home. She 
raised her two children and kept busy with family needs. 

When McKever and her husband first moved to Camas, they lived on 
the old Evergreen Highway, which was the main road to the town. A 
few years ago, the house was burned down by the fire department. 

____ “The house on the highway was our first house in the area,” McKever 

_ said. “Later on, I moved more into Camas.” 

'McKever’s husband died in 1941, and she went to live with her 
er, Lonnie, and son-in-law, Willard. In 1955, the three moved 
a home by Garfield Street and have resided there ever since. 
ren my father passed away, Mother came to live with my family 
ed out a great deal,” McCoy said. “My daughter was 2-years- 
oth my husband and I worked outside of the home, my mother 
Taised her, My daughter was lucky to havea live-in grandma 


*shusband died in 1973, the mother and daughter team 


d although her mother wasn’ ‘Lout in the community very 
did a lot of work for her family. 

wasn "tout in the community very much while she was 
and her family was very quiet, but what she contributed to 
‘more than any community work could ever match up,” 


ee. McCoy, McKever hada son, Frank, who died 
has a granddaughter, Phyllis Herber of Salem; two 
Michael Herber of Salem and Jeff Herber of Lake 
and two great-great-grandchildren, Amber Herber and 
both of Salem. 
her reaching the century mark, a small informal family 
be held March 6 in Camas. 
Keve: *s mother only lived to be around 50 and her 
ut 60, McKever contributes her longevity to worrying 
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